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Welcome to Yo-Yo School Exchange

As the Summer draws to a close and the shops are filled with “back to school”
gear, parents, students, and teachers alike are all looking forward to another year
of learning, of developing, and having fun.

Most excitingly, it is another year of ground-breaking exchanges – of exploring
new  places, meeting new people, and discovering new experiences.

At Yo-Yo School Exchange, we firmly believe that exchanges change lives. They
have the capacity to open our eyes to a new culture, form long-lasting
friendships, and develop an international mindset that is increasingly essential in
our globalised world.

Through a Yo-Yo School Exchange programme, parents and teachers can extend
these experiences to more children than ever before, through a safe, structured,
a�ordable, and fun programme that they will remember for many years to come.

My own experiences abroad, learning English, and meeting people from all over
the world have all formed a big part of the person I am today. I am therefore
passionate about allowing as many young people as possible to have the same
wonderful opportunities I have had.

That is why I am delighted to present our brochure of programmes for the 2021/22
academic year.

Here’s to another year of changing lives.

Lijun Yao
Founder, Yo-Yo School Exchange
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Our Programmes
The School-to-School Exchange Programme
Our core focus is getting Chinese and
UK students to work together, share
new experiences and create new
memories. For that reason, Yo-Yo
School Exchange is not a typical bus
tour, as during our School-to-school
Exchange trips, we focus on student-to
student engagement and encourage
them to create a joint project on a
topic of mutual interest.

Busy Bi Pen Pals
Yo-Yo’s main objective is for students to
gain a deeper understanding of their
peers from the other side of the world,
and we encourage them to get to know
each other before actually meeting in the
flesh. The Busy Bi Pen Pal Programme
gives them a chance to send letters to
their future exchange partners, as well as
helping them brush up on their foreign
language skills.

UK Summer & Winter Camps
Our camps give foreign students the
chance to learn English in the UK, either
in a specialist language centre or inside
one of our partner schools. We can
base our groups in London, Oxford,
Bristol, or a combination of the three!
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The School Exchange Trip

Yo-Yo School Exchange’s flagship programme is the bespoke School-to-School
Exchange Trip. We pair up UK and Chinese schools based on their shared
interests and specialities. There are thousands of schools in China, so one of
Yo-Yo’s main roles is to identify the most suitable counterpart school, to ensure
that both UK and Chinese students get the most out of their trip.
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Itineraries can be based on a range of themes, such as robotics; game design;
dance; music; theatre; physics; chemistry; astronomy; physical education; and
many more! The overall goal is to create an environment where students feel
comfortable enough to interact, get involved, and solve problems together.

These projects typically result in some form of final piece of work for the
students to be proud of, such as joint artworks, videos of performances, or
even a fully programmed and operational robot!

School Exchange Sample Timetable

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

Morning Group
Workshop

Group
Workshop

Sightseeing
Tour of
Chengdu

Group
Workshop

Group
Workshop

Panda
Breeding
Base

Dijiangyan and
Qincheng
Mountain

Afternoon Cultural
Activity

Cultural
Activity

Sichuan
Cuisine
Museum

Cultural
Activity

Cultural
Activity

Panda
Breeding
Base

Dijiangyan and
Qincheng
Mountain

Evening Shopping
Trip

Free Time Street Food Free
Night

Night Walk Sichuan
Opera

Free Time
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With our trips being a potential once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for many students,
the programmes won’t be completely classroom based – meaning there will be
plenty of chance to take a ride on the London Eye or get a selfie on the
Great Wall.

Yo-Yo School Exchange trips are wholly reciprocal and should aim to become part
of a longer-term relationship. Hosting schools will be invited to make the return
trip at some point in the future, which will give students the chance to build on
relationships with their foreign friends.
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Busy Bi Pen Pals

The Busy Bǐ Pen Pal Programme is a FREE
service run by Yo-Yo School Exchange
designed to connect students from the UK
and China through the sending and
receiving of regular letters.

We aim to help students establish
bonds and friendships that will help
them develop their language ability,
as well as o�ering a window into each
other’s cultures.

Yo-Yo School exchange has already built
several close relationships with schools in
the UK and in China, giving hundreds of
students the chance to practise their
foreign language skills with a native
speaker of either English or Chinese.
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We're responsible for taking care of the sending and receiving of your letters and
making sure that everyone in the class is able to receive a letter on a regular
basis. We try to keep the process as simple as possible for teachers, as we do
most of the work for you. It's as easy as hitting the Send button on an email!

The name “Busy Bǐ” (pronounced “bee”) comes from the Chinese character 笔,
meaning “pen”. Yo-Yo School Exchange matches up students of similar ages from
schools with shared interests for the Busy Bǐ Pen Pal Programme.
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Summer & Winter Camps
In addition to our school-to-school exchange programme, and Busy Bi Pen Pals,
we also provide one-way Summer and Winter camps for Chinese students of all
ages. We have links with centres across the UK, meaning we are able to tailor the
trip to the requirements of the group.
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Although there is no such thing as a typical group, many of our trips incorporate
an element of classroom learning in the mornings, where students receive English
lessons, followed by a group activity or excursion in the afternoon.

Winter trips typically involve a few
days of school integration, during
which the Chinese class are invited
to engage in a typical day in a
British school, which gives them a
genuine sense of how the school
system works on the other side of
the world.

The English camps often help
students get ahead in their studies,
but at Yo-Yo School Exchange, the
focus is also placed on helping
students gain a better
understanding of the world around
them, and hopefully making them
more well-rounded young people.
These are the skills that will stick
with them for life.
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About Us
Yo-Yo School Exchange was founded
as an o�-shoot of Bristol-based China-
UK Consultancy Firm iNews Media Ltd.

Over the course of running our Summer and
Winter School programmes, we have taken
hundreds of children on their first-ever trip
abroad, giving them a life-changing and
eye-opening experience, and countless
opportunities to meet and bond with students
from a totally di�erent background.

Our primary goal is to give children from both sides the chance to meet
counterparts from the other side of the world, to discover a new culture, and form
friendships and bonds that will last long after their initial exchange experience.
This is why Yo-Yo School Exchange is not a tourist agency – our success is
measured in the numbers of friendships and careers founded on the back of a
Yo-Yo School Exchange experience.
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Get In Touch

If you have any queries or anything you would like to discuss, please don't
hesitate to contact us.

Phone:

0117 975 8691

Email:

info@yoyoschoolexchange.com

O�ce Address:

Yo-Yo School Exchange
Broad Quay House
Prince Street
Bristol
BS1 4DJ


